








































































Figure 3.1: Architect's view of Cowley Road Hospital 
Some of the pressure on accommodation in the workhouse was relieved in 1855 when 
the Poplars, an industrial school for children, was opened in Cowley. The Anti­
Mendicity Society (a similar organisation to the Charity Organisation Society) opened a 
hostel for vagrants in Castle Street in 1844 which also helped to relieve the pressure on 
the workhouse. Once the new workhouse was up and running vagrants were 
accommodated in casual wards. Oxford had another workhouse, later known as the 
Laurels, which was built by the Headington Poor Law Union (established in 1834) in 
1858 for 250 inmates. However, most of the parish of Headington (approximately 1529 
people) was incorporated into Oxford City in 1928 under the Oxford Extension Act.30 
In 1848 the Poor Law Commissioners ordered that all relief should be given in the 
workhouse. Previously out relief had been given by the guardians to aged people and 
those seasonally unemployed. Established links between the local Charity Organisation 
Society (COS) and the Oxford Board of Guardians were made by 1873, resulting in 
arrangements between the two organisations for the distribution of relief in the city. 
Two of the main aims of the COS were to reduce pauperisation and help the 'deserving' 
poor. The COS philosophy was to distinguish between the 'deserving' and 
30 
See M. Lobel, (ed.), The Victoria History of the Counties of England, A History of Oxfordshire Vol V, 
A History of the County of Oxford, Vol V Bullingdon Hundred Dawson for the University of London, 
(Institute of Historical Research, 1957) p.157. 
65 
























































































































































































































